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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Opening day for Upper Kern River rafting set for April 26th

Wofford Heights, CALIF. — April 26" marks the opening day for Kern River Outfitters on Southern
California’s Upper Kern River. Fed by snow melt off the Southern Sierra Mountains, the Upper Kern
River is one of the most popular one-day whitewater rafting stretches in California and is the closest
Class II to Class V run to Los Angeles.

The Upper Kern’s water supply comes from natural run-off — not dam release — so flows fluctuate more
widely than its downstream counterpart, the Lower Kern, which is fed by Lake Isabella. As
temperatures rise in the early Spring, the Upper Kern turns from a calm trickle to a raging river.

Gary Thornbrugh, a guide of 21 years on the Kern River, knows that this coming season is going to be
outstanding. “2010 has potential to be a season to remember. Current snow pack in the Kern River
drainage is up and over 100% of normal,” said Thornbrugh. When asked why he returns year after year,
Thornbrugh said, “The whitewater on the Upper Kern River is a river-runners dream. Over the course
of a season the river constantly changes flow, which makes it a different ride every time. It’s always
new and exciting and never grows old.”

Thornbrugh guides for Kern River Outfitters, an outfit that offers daily launches on the Upper Kern
River. Their schedule for the Upper Kern goes into mid-July this year, which, according to Keith
“Luther” Stephens, their General Manager, was not even a possibility last year because of the lower
snow-pack.

The Kern River is often touted as the best whitewater rafting river in California. Kern River Outfitters
offers rafting trips from two hours to three days in length, with Class II to Class V rapids on the Lower,
Upper, and Forks of the Kern. For additional information on rafting the Kern River, contact Kern River
Outfitters at 1-800-323-4234 or visit http://www.KernRafting.com.
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